
History of the 

Homeless
Homelessness has developed over past 
years and became a major issue in the 
United States of America. So, where did 
this nationwide problem come from?

THE 1800’S
About 150 years ago, people considered 
being drunk as the main reason people 
were homeless because they spent all 
their money on drinks and were not able 
to support their families. Most of these 
people would also lose their houses and 
jobs due to this drunkenness causing 
them to not fit in compared to other 
people. The rest of their family would 
leave them and enter a life of poverty. 
Fifty years later, drug abuse cam into 
play with those same consequences 
(“Homelessness”).

THE GREAT DEPRESSION

Before the Great Depression, people 
noticed and pointed out other signs of 
homelessness, which were terrible 
conditions on the job, unhealthy workers 
working, and not much help by the 
government for those without pay. 
Diseases like tuberculosis also harmed 
people. At the time, the welfare system 
wasn't working well. Working men had 
no choice but to live their lives out 
begging for food and dealing with 

substandard living conditions 
(“Homelessness”).

After the Great Depression cleared up, 
the US was in a good position for about 
30 years. More benefits like Medicare 
and cheaper houses were available. 
The drunk and drug abusers now could 
get help and cities were being rebuilt to 
make better cities (“Homelessness”).

RONALD REAGAN AND THE 80’S

In the Reagan Administration, the 
government started to have the prices 
for homes go up when the issue of 
homelessness started (Sam).

In the 1980's  rates rose up again and 
left many homeless. Government help 
didn't provide enough to help families 
get by as the job market plummeted 
(“Homelessness”)

HOMELESSNESS NOW

Currently, all over the nation, a rise of 
homeless people and those who are 
hungry has occurred in different types 
of cities small to large. This problem 

isn't in just one area of the US. With 
less available to people and more need 
for jobs, homes, and food then ever 
before, people are stuck in a hole and 
don't know where to go at this point 
(Homelessness).

Without benefits from jobs, people are 
having a tougher time searching for 
jobs and do not realize they can apply 
for help on feeding their families 
(America).

In the end, it’s all a chain reaction that 
sparks homeless numbers.

HOMELESS CHILDREN NEED HELP

 “56% of people requesting food assistance in 

the U.S. during the past year were 

children” (McKeever).

IGNORED BY THE MEDIA

The issue of homelessness has not been well 

addressed by the media at any point in time 

(Washington).

HATE TOWARD THE HOMELESS

As time passes, less and less people pay 

attention to the homeless because they dislike 

that they are taking up space (Washington).
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